The Cooper Firm's
expertise in wrongful death, product
defects, personal injury and tractor-

trailer collisions have gained the
firm a reputation for obtaining
justice for its clients.
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Halloween is approaching and with it comes the endless
bounty of Halloween candy. Since there was that incident
years ago of a man putting needles inside of candy bars,
parents have worried about the treats their children
receive.

It's always a good idea to check the candy your children
bring home from trick-or-treating. Children should be
instructed to never snack while trick-or-treating. Fill them
up on a carb heavy dinner before they go out so they will
resist the urge to snack. Spaghetti is always a favorite. Tt's
gruesome and filling enough to fit in perfectly with
Halloween.

When they bring their treasure home, dump the candy out
on the floor or table to go through it easier. Avoid candies
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that can be easily unwrapped and rewrapped such as
Tootsie Rolls and bubble gum. Check candies for
pinholes or torn wrappers. Never accept homemade items
or fruit. When in doubt, throw it out.

Trick-or-Treating Safety
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To get your children ready for trick-or-treating and
Halloween, here are a few safety points on how to
prepare their costumes and what to discuss before
they leave:

e Buy flame retardant costumes.

e Hem their costumes so they don't trip and fall
and apply reflective tape.

e Use make-up instead of masks. Masks can
impair vision.

e Make sure they wear comfortable and
practical shoes.

o Have them keep their costume and wig away
from candles or heat.

e Plan and know their route ahead of time.

e Trick or treat in familiar neighborhoods.

e Pack a flashlight with fresh batteries after
dark.

e Give them a cell phone or money for a phone
call so they can reach you if needed.

e Always have them trick-or-treat in groups or
accompany them.

e Set a curfew and give them a watch with a
backlight.

e Teach them to stay on the sidewalks and to
cross only at intersections and designated
crosswalks.

e Tell them to walk with their head up and be
aware of their surroundings.

e Instruct that they should only visit well lit



houses. They should not stop at dark houses or
enter any houses unless they have your
permission.

e Explain that they should not accept rides from
strangers.



